94	CONCLUSION.	[CH. IIIk
Let us then each for himself solemnly ask our-
Condu- selves, whether we have fled for refuge to
$ion. the appointed hope? And whether we are
habitually looking to it, as to the only source of
consolation I " Other foundation can no man lay:"
there is'no other ground for dependence, no other
plea for pardon; but here there is hope, even to the
uttermost. Let us labour then to affect our hearts
with a deep conviction of our need of a Redeemer,
and of the value of his offered mediation. Let us
fall down humbly before the throne of God, imploring
and the source of whose habitual complacency, as we explained
above, is rather their being tolerably well satisfied with their own
characters and conduct ? Yet St. Paul declares concerning those
of whom he speaks, as concerning persons whose sad situation
could not be too much lamented, that he had great heaviness and
continual sorrow in his heart, adding still more emphatical ex-
pressions of deep and bitter regret.
Let the Epistle to the G-alatians be also carefully examined and
considered ; and let it be fairly asked, what was the particular in
which the Judaizing Christians were defective, and the want of
which is spoken of in such strong terras as these ; that it frustrates
the Grace of God, and must debar from all the benefits of the death
of Jesus ? The Judiiizing converts were not immoral. They seem
to have admitted the chief tenets concerning our Saviour. But
they appear to have been disposed to trust not wholly, be it obsemed
also, bub only in party for their acceptance with God, to the Mosaic
institutions,instead of reposing entirely on the merits of Christ. Here
let it be remembered, that when a compliance with these institutions
was not regarded as conveying this inference, the apostle showed
by his own conduct, that he did not deem it criminal; whence, no
less than from the words of the epistle, it is clear that the offence
of the Judaizing Christians whom he condemned, was what we
have stated; that their crime did not consist in their obstinately
continuing to adhere to a dispensation the ceremonial of which
Christianity had abrogated, nor yet that it arose out of the sacri-
fices of the Levitical law, being from their very nature without
efficacy for the blotting out of sin.—Vide Hebrews x. 4, &c.—It
was not that the foundation on which they built was of a sandy
nature, but that they built on any other foundation than that which
God had laid in the Gospel ; it was not that they fixed their con-
fidence on a false or a defective object, but that they did not .direct
it exclusively to the only true object of hope held forth to us by
the Gospel.

